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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book Brownie Mary's Marijuana Cookbook and Dennis Peron's Recipe for Social 
Change is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who are 
able to lawfully possess, procure, consume, smoke or otherwise use cannabis as a 
result of their medical condition pursuant to the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975 and the 
Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1977. 

Brownie Mary's Marijuana Cookbook and Dennis Peron's Recipe for Social Change is 
a handbook which advocates the decriminalization of cannabis for medical purposes. 
The book highlights the therapeutic properties of cannabis in the treatment of AIDS and 
cancer. The book goes to some lengths to emphasise the fact that these claims are 
not extreme, and have been accepted by some politicians. The book is composed of 
two segments. The first of these contains a number of recipes which feature cannabis 
as an ingredient and the second, details of the referendum campaign that was held in 
California that had the object of decriminalising the use of cannabis for medical 
purposes. 

The book has only a limited discussion of the political issues of the decriminalisation 
debate. The book also gives some prominence to the recipes contained in the opening 
section of the book by revealing how to gain the optimum use out of cannabis. These 
recipes are provided for those who may wish to use cannabis as a medicine and are 
uncertain as to how to gain the optimum benefit from the plant. 

In classifying this book the Classification Office has attached great significance to the 
medical bias of the book. However the Classification Office is also aware of the social 
concerns that exist over cannabis use by young persons, and the costs of enforcing 
drug laws. The restriction imposed by the Classification Office is designed to facilitate 
access for those whose interests the book is designed to serve: persons with a 
medical condition that can be alleviated through the use of cannabis, while preventing 
others from gaining access to the information for illicit purposes. The New Zealand Bill 
of Rights Act 1990 has been expressly taken into account in reaching this conclusion. 
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